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Abstract

China's Copyright Law provides the “dramatic work” as an independent type of
work,the Copyright Law Implementation Regulations defines its connotation as “works
for stage performance ” ,and defines its extension as “drama, opera, Chinese traditional
opera, etc”.Although the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic
Works has provided “dramatic works” , but has not clearly defined it.Copyright Law is
confronted with a third revision,and the definition of dramatic work has always been
controversial. The purpose of this paper is to redefine the connotation and extension of
dramatic works,which provides more accurate basic concept to the other copyright
issues. At the same time,the paper want to provide advices for the third revision of
Copyright Law .

This paper uses interdisciplinarity, case study and comparative study method.It
analyzes the impact on judicial practice according to typical cases and controversy, and
combines its artistic and legal characteristics to define its connotation and extension .

This paper summarizes the following conclusions: First, the connotation of dramatic
works means “a whole spectacle” instead of “drama script”; Second, the “ Chinese
traditional opera ”  should be independent from the “ dramatic works ” ; Third, the
extension should include drama, opera, ballet, and other types.

Although , this paper discusses the concept of dramatic works, but the ultimate goal
is to precisely divide rights. At the same time, the Chinese traditional opera which is
closely linked to the non-material cultural heritage and the protection of folk literature and

art works, deserves more concern.

Keywords: Dramatic works ~ Chinese traditional opera ~ Copyright  Definition
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